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Monarchy, as D'Argenson perceived before
1750, was undermined by the Republican
sentiment which demanded equal laws and
liberty of conscience for all. These conclu-
sions, not due to speculative philosophers,
came as a natural consequence after Ver-
sailles had shown how impotent was a
" Great King" to secure the prosperity of
his kingdom. The banished Huguenots had
beaten Louis XIV.; Port Royal in ruins
was a Jansenist victory. Elsewhere, Penal
Statutes were falling into discredit; and the
Catholic Church, in Ireland or in Austria,
sighed for freedom. In a divided Christen-
dom the system of the Middle Ages could no
longer be maintained. It was fast becoming
a memory or an ideal.

Lord Baltimore had recognized these facts,
at the very time when Puritans were building
states in New England on the principle of
exclusion. The Statutes of Maryland mark
the beginnings of equality before the law,
-as it was afterwards proclaimed in the
Declaration of Independence (1776). The
first amendment of 1791 to that Declaration
says, " Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom
of speech or of the press." Religious liberty